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ever, since evening courses of a cultural and technical character
had not developed on a large scale either before or during
Fascism.
The converging point of school life and of the activities of
party organizations was, of course, the mind and body of the
individual child. Even if the two types of institution had had
clearly denned provinces, their effect on the children would
hardly have been very harmonious. The schools required
regular attendance; and, according to custom and curricula, all
pupils had a good deal of homework after the three to six hours
a day of school attendance. Holidays and shorter vacations were
not left completely free from study; in fact they very,often repre-
sented the best opportunity for * catching up' if for any reason a
child" had got behind in the quick development of the year's
programme. Concentration on his school duties was all that was
expected from every pupil; the fewer the distractions the better.
Youth organizations became more and more exacting; members
were requested to attend regular meetings at week-ends and in
holidays; on other occasions, unpredictable though they might
be, the school authorities were urged and expected to release the
children from their duties if the ' higherJ Fascist duty required it.
The time of the children had to be divided; more and more
hours were to be devoted to the Party at the expense of school
work. Attention and interest too were divided; distractions from
study became practically compulsory.
The teachers had to be ' Fascistized5 as well. The only way
found for this in the secondary schools and the universities was
to force on them allegiance to the regime. Membership of the
Party became compulsory for new recruits, and a great * honour'
and advantage for the old ones; an oath of allegiance to the laws
and to Fascism had to be taken and observed. The Fascist
Association of Teachers was meant to promote not only the
interests of that class, but also of Fascist ideals in the educational
province. A firmer grip was assured by Fascism on the teachers
of elementary schools by urging them to become officers in the
Fascist organizations; only in this way could they be sure of
enjoying all the rights of a normal career.
The ' duality' was felt very much, especially in the secondary
schools. The old system was too much ingrained in the minds of
both teachers and administrative personnel; the new institutions
were in the hands of people with very vague ideas about the
complex problems of education. Moreover, it was a characteris-
tic of the Fascist State to try to set up a new life, a new system,
without being able to get rid of the old one or merge the two
together. The new * religious' faith and Catholicism, the Party